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WILD DOGS — MURCHISON REGION VERMIN CELL 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [5.20 pm]: I would like to take the opportunity tonight to 
discuss an issue that is extremely important within my electorate and receives quite a bit of attention from media 
and pastoralists I meet with. It is also raised in conversations I have whenever I am in the electorate, and that is 
the rising incidence of wild dog attacks on livestock and the growing number of wild dogs in the pastoral region. 
I have chosen tonight not to talk about the devastating impact those wild dogs are having on pastoralists in my 
electorate but, rather, the politics that seem to be surrounding this issue at the moment. I think the devastating 
impact of wild dogs on pastoral areas is duly noted. In particular, my contribution tonight was motivated by 
comments made by WA Senator Dean Smith in the federal Parliament on 5 March, in his corresponding news 
article on the ABC calling for quicker action on a vermin fence and as reported in the Farm Weekly on 
12 March. 
This is the latest in a series of what I think are unfair criticisms directed at the Western Australian Minister for 
Regional Development, Hon Terry Redman, regarding funding for the Murchison region vermin cell fence, 
which I think warrants some clarification tonight. For the benefit of members who are not sure what the 
Murchison region vermin cell fence is, it involves the construction of a new 480-kilometre east–west fence that 
joins the existing number 2 vermin fence with the state barrier fence. This will then create a fully enclosed 
vermin cell surrounding 53 pastoral stations, plus nine stations owned and managed by the Department of 
Parks and Wildlife. It will result in a total of 7.5 million hectares and the livestock within that area being 
protected from the incursion and the impact of wild dogs. The cost of the cell is estimated at $5.8 million of 
which $4.5 million is sought from the royalties for regions fund through the midwest investment plan. The 
amount of $266 000 has been committed by the Yalgoo, Mt Magnet and Cue shire councils and the remaining 
just over $1 million has been approved already through the royalties for regions country local government fund. 
Royalties for regions is the most scrutinised, transparent and accountable program in government in Australia. 
As with every proposal seeking royalties for regions funding, a business case must be prepared. It needs to be 
assessed by Treasury and once it is of an acceptable standard, it is then presented to the Minister for 
Regional Development. A cabinet submission is prepared and presented to the minister, which he then takes to 
cabinet and cabinet makes a decision on that submission. Treasury has reviewed the draft business case for the 
Murchison region vermin cell fence and has requested additional information on key elements of that project. 
The project proponent, the Shire of Mount Magnet, has submitted responses to these queries, but a further 
updated business case presented by the shire has, to this day, not been received. The Mid West Development 
Commission is providing advice to the project proponents on the development of their business case and ways to 
move forward with that business case so that we can get a decision. But we cannot do that without a business 
case model deemed to be acceptable being presented to Treasury. The proponents in that case are fully aware of 
that and are, as I said, working with the Mid West Development Commission to achieve that. 
The truth is that the Minister for Regional Development has not even seen a satisfactory business case to date. 
I find it difficult to stand by and listen to WA Senator Dean Smith’s comments in federal Parliament calling for 
the Minister for Regional Development, Terry Redman, to give the issue his urgent attention and saying — 

This is ... too big an issue for bureaucratic pettiness. 
Is Senator Dean Smith suggesting that the Minister for Regional Development and the Western Australian 
government should bypass appropriate processes and due diligence? Many projects are considered integral to 
regional communities in Western Australia, and if we took that approach to every single decision that we made 
in government, we would then be criticised for favouritism and a lack of accountability and transparency. I do 
not think any member of this house would like to see that occur, and I do not think Senator Dean Smith would 
like to see that occur either. One thing that the senator said that is accurate is that it is indeed an incredibly 
important issue for the viability of pastoralists and regional communities in Western Australia and the WA state 
government and the Minister for Regional Development take it very seriously. Through royalties for regions, 
$16.6 million has funded various wild dog management strategies in Western Australia already, including 
$3.6 million of royalties for regions money for the wild dog management plan; $10 million for the state barrier 
fence, which is to improve dog resistance to close the Yilgarn gap and the Esperance fence extension; 
$1.5 million for the vermin 1 and 2 fence upgrades; and $1.2 million for the vermin 2 fence. It is not possible to 
say that this state government and Minister Redman and the Minister for Agriculture and Food, who is a member 
of this house, Hon Ken Baston, are not taking this issue seriously. There is no way that Dean Smith can state that 
the Western Australian government is not taking the issue of wild dogs seriously when we have that amount of 
investment in the protection of pastoralists throughout the Mining and Pastoral Region. 

Given that the federal government has contributed absolutely no funding to the management of wild dogs in 
Western Australia, I suggest that it would be more effective for the senator to call on his federal colleagues to 
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match the state government funding dollar for dollar to get this project over the line. It would be better if he gets 
that through his party room with his colleagues so that he can speak in federal Parliament on an issue that relates 
to Western Australia. 

I also find it unfortunate that many aspects of Senator Smith’s comments are factually incorrect. The total cost of 
the project is $5.8 million, not $4.5 million. If, as Senator Smith mentioned, pastoralists agreed to pay half of 
that $4.5 million through a levy, that would be fantastic and it would go a long way towards realising the project. 

I look forward to seeing a satisfactory business case being presented by the Shire of Mount Magnet as soon as 
possible, because essentially that is what is holding up this project. We all acknowledge the importance of that 
project, but we have to respect due process. I look forward to looking at that business case once it is presented to 
the Minister for Regional Development. I look forward to continuing to work with the proponents in the Shire of 
Mount Magnet on making sure that this state government takes seriously the issue of wild dogs. 
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